Walt Disney’s Comics and Stories — Vol. 3 No. 7
(April 1942)

Front Cover — Observations (IMG_1279)

Photo Condition & Quality

Clear, high-resolution image with full cover visible, accurate color reproduction, and even lighting.
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Scene & Composition

e Donald Duck is shown seated in a straw nest while an aggressive rooster lunges at him.

e Donald's sailor hat and shoes are knocked loose, emphasizing the frantic action.

e The rooster dominates the upper-right portion of the scene, wings raised and beak open.
e A bright blue sky fills the background with scattered scratch marks from handling.

e Issue text reads April 1942 - Vol. 3 No. 7 - 10¢ beneath the masthead.

Physical Condition Findings
e Numerous vertical and diagonal creases, especially across the sky and nest areas.
e Heavy spine stress with color-breaking splits and paper loss at multiple points.
e Edge wear along the bottom and right margins, including small chips.

e Corner rounding on all corners; lower-left and upper-right most pronounced.
e Moderate surface abrasion and scuffing throughout.

Color & Printing Quality
e Blues, reds, and yellows remain vibrant despite wear.

e Some fading and discoloration in lighter blue areas.
e Black outlines remain sharp and well registered.

Paper & Structural Notes

e Light to moderate oxidation along edges.
o Cover remains attached at staples but spine integrity is weak.

Overall Impression

A dynamic and colorful cover with heavy handling wear and significant spine deterioration.



Back Cover — Observations (IMG_1280)

Photo Condition & Quality

Evenly lit image capturing the full back cover with clear text and graphics.
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Scene & Composition
e Circular subscription advertisement promoting 12 big issues for $1.00.
e A clown figure appears at left; Pluto running inside the circular graphic at right.
e Bottom third contains the subscription coupon and mailing information.
Physical Condition Findings
e Heavy wear across the yellow background, including scuffing and soiling.
e Significant paper loss and creasing at the lower-left corner.

e Edge wear along bottom and right margins.
e Overall surface dirt consistent with age and handling.

Color & Printing Quality

¢ Red and yellow tones remain readable though dulled.
e Ink density uneven in heavily worn areas.

Paper Condition

e Uniform tan aging.
e No visible moisture staining.

Overall Impression

Heavily worn but intact back cover with major corner loss.

Interior Pages — Observations (IMG_1281, IMG_1282,
IMG_1284-1IMG_1286)

Photo Condition & Quality

Interior images are sharp and legible, showing full panels, margins, gutters, and accurate color tone.
Page Color

tan to medium brown
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Interior Pages Findings

Artwork & Story Content
e Text and illustrated prose feature The Wise Little Hen with full-page illustrations.
e Comic features include Penguin Isle adventure pages and The Miracle Master serial.

e Mickey Mouse and supporting characters appear across multiple sequential pages.

All pages appear complete with no clipped panels or missing sections.
Color & Printing Quality

e Primary colors remain strong but muted by age.

o Pastel backgrounds show notable fading.

e Halftone patterns consistent with early-1940s Dell printing.
e Linework remains clean and readable.

Paper Condition
e Moderate to heavy oxidation, darker at edges.
e Margin foxing present throughout.

e Minor corner creases and edge nicks visible.
e Slight natural waviness; no moisture damage.

Structural Notes
e Pages remain attached at staples.

e Mild stress visible near the gutter, more pronounced near lower staple.
e Paper remains flexible.

Overall Impression

Complete interior with strong readability and typical Golden Age aging.



Centerfold — Observations (IMG_1283)

Photo Condition & Quality
Clear two-page view with centered gutter and visible staples.
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Physical Findings
e Centerfold fully attached at both staples.
e Minor tearing around staple area.
e Even tan toning; gutter darker.

o Light surface wrinkles, no major creases.

Overall Impression

Structurally intact centerfold with staple-area wear.

Spine — Observations (IMG_1287)

Photo Condition & Quality

Side-profile image clearly showing spine curvature and extensive surface damage.

Structural Findings
e Severe paper loss along the spine.
e Multiple open splits and breaks in cover stock.

e Pronounced forward spine roll.
e Staple holes widened and partially torn through.

Surface Condition

e Heavy abrasion; gloss completely worn away.
e Fibers exposed along most of the spine length.

Overall Impression

Severely damaged spine with significant loss of structural integrity.



Upper Staple — Observations (IMG_1288)

Photo Condition & Quality

Macro image clearly shows metal staple and surrounding paper fibers.

Staple Findings
e Advanced tearing around staple entry point.
e Moderate oxidation visible on metal.

e Severe paper delamination and fraying.
e Color layer loss surrounding the staple.

Overall Impression

Upper staple attachment is weakened with substantial surrounding paper damage.




Lower Staple — Observations (IMG_1290)

Photo Condition & Quality

Close-up image providing clear view of staple cavity and surrounding paper damage.

Staple Findings
o Deep staple cavity with extensive missing paper.
e Staple legs angled outward from stress.
e Visible rust staining transferred into surrounding paper.
e Multi-layer paper separation present.

Overall Impression

Lower staple is critically compromised and structurally unsound.




Brittleness Test — Observations (IMG_1291)

Photo Condition & Quality

Clear macro image documenting page corner flex.

Findings
o Page flexes without cracking.
e No flaking or chipping along bend.
e Paper dry but remains pliable.

Overall Impression

Paper is aged but not brittle.



